
Have you ever written someone off, or thought that there’s no way they will 
change? At one time, Onesimus was not living for the Lord (v. 11). But God 
used Onesimus’ time with Paul to bring a great change in his life. It was such 
a dramatic change that Paul considered Onesimus a spiritual son (v. 10), his 
own heart (v. 12), and a helpful partner for ministry (v. 13). 


Don’t let someone’s past mistakes keep you from seeing what God could do 
in his or her life. We should not give up on people too soon. They might just need a Paul in their lives to show 
them a better way to live. God can rescue and change anyone, and He wants to do it through the kindness and 
love of His church. 


• Who can you reach out to who is far from God?

Paul had shared the gospel with Philemon and others who then began to 
meet as a church at Philemon’s house. Paul was no longer with them, but 
they had continued to live for Christ. As Paul opened the letter to them, he 
said, “I hear of your love for all the saints and the faith that you have in the 
Lord Jesus” (v. 5). Could those who have invested into your life say the same 
thing? 


I can think of a number of people who personally invested into my spiritual life. My hope is that if they heard of 
my life today, they would be able to thank God that I love other believers and have faith in Jesus. Don’t waste 
the investment others have made in you. Rather, imitate their faith by loving others and following Jesus. Love is 
displayed in your actions; faith is displayed through your works. Live in a way that shows you belong to Jesus. 


• How can you grow in love and in faith?

Day 1 

Philemon 1-7

Have you ever read instructions and thought, “How in the world am I going to 
do this?” I’ve had that feeling many times, from putting together furniture to 
completing assignments for school. We can also get that feeling when we 
read the Bible. 


Philemon must have read this letter and thought, “How am I going to treat 
him as a brother?” But the answer is found in the closing verse—“The grace 

of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit” (v. 25). We can do anything God calls us to do because His grace 
will be with us. Lean on His grace and follow His instructions. 


• What is something you couldn’t accomplish yourself, but are enabled to by God’s grace?

Day 2 

Philemon 8-14

Day 5 

Philemon 23-25

Paul was confident that Philemon and the church meeting at his house would 
not only do what he said, but go above and beyond. Philemon had 
demonstrated love for believers and faith in Jesus before (v. 5,) so Paul was 
sure that he would do it again in regards to Onesimus. 


When your parents, teachers, and friends ask you to do something, are they 
confident you will follow through? We should have a reputation for doing the 

right thing. Better yet, it honors Christ when we don’t just do the bare minimum. Go above and beyond to do 
what is right, today and every day.

 

• What are some areas where you can go above and beyond? At home? At school? At church?

Day 4 

Philemon 18-22

Our relationships can often be hindered by cliques and social norms. The 
world says it’s not cool to be friends with people who aren’t like you or don’t 
have the same hobbies. Everyone is expected to stay in their lanes and 
maintain the status quo. This is especially true at school, but the gospel 
shows us a different way. 


Philemon and Onesimus were from very different social classes, but Paul told 
Philemon to treat Onesimus as a brother. The gospel tears down social barriers and calls us to relate to one 
another as family. Think through your relationships at church. Are there students you know are believers, but 
you treat them differently at school because they’re in a different social group? Treat them as an equal brother 
or sister, and show the world what the family of God is really like. 


• Who can you befriend that is different than you? 

Day 3 

Philemon 15-17


