
Week 4 (September 27, 2020) 

 
FOR PARENTS 
 
Passage: John 11:17-27 
 
Main Point: Jesus gives life to those who believe in him because he is the resurrection and the life. 
*Resurrection, the hope of future life (death is not the end). 
Life, the present life we enjoy as believers (fellowship with God). 
 
Bible Story:  
Jesus received news from Martha and Mary that Lazarus, their dear brother and a precious friend of 
Jesus, was ill and at the point of death. Yet Jesus’ response was, “This illness does not lead to death. It 
is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it” (Jn. 11:4). Jesus, the only 
person who had the power and authority to save Lazarus from dying, wanted to wait until Lazarus died. 
And that turned out to be the case when we’re told in Jn. 11:17 that Lazarus had been dead for four 
days. Martha confesses before Jesus that had he just been there sooner, her brother would not have 
died. However, rather than being an accusation against Jesus, Martha expresses her faith and trust in 
Jesus as Lord (Jn. 11:22). Jesus reveals to Martha that he allowed Lazarus to die in order to demonstrate 
an important truth about his own identity: Jesus is the resurrection and the life. If Jesus is able to raise 
Lazarus from the dead, then he will be able to sufficiently demonstrate that he truly is the Son of God, 
the Lord over life and death. Through an amazing display of power and authority, Lazarus is resurrected 
by Jesus’ simple command to come out (Jn. 11:43). 
 
Christ Connection 
Because Jesus is the resurrection and the life, he has the power and authority to give [eternal] life to all 
who believes in him. But often times Christians are tempted to simply hope for their future resurrection. 
While Jesus certainly gives hope for the future, he calls his people to live life now, as new creations 
brought from the domains of darkness to the kingdom of light. We can experience resurrection life now 
through daily fellowship with Jesus. 
 
Reflection and Prayer Topics for the week: 

1. Jesus asked Martha, “Do you believe this?” (Jn. 11:26). Let’s prayerfully reflect on Jesus’ 
question. Do you believe that Jesus is the resurrection and life? 
 

2. Let’s pray for our children to be able to respond to Jesus’ question with faith and belief in Him.  
 

3. The Lord allows sickness and death to take its course because it will bring Him greater glory. Yet 
Jesus was grieved by the effects of sin, death, and unbelief. Let’s pray for the sick family 
members of Elem456 and SRCC Church. Let’s pray that the Lord’s will would be done.  

 

Jesus Raised Lazarus 
Bible: John 11:17-27 
Story Point: Jesus has power over death. 
Memory Verse: He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom 
of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. Colossians 1:13-14 (ESV) 



FOR FAMILIES 
 
Activity #1: Take a Tissue 
Instruct kids to sit in a circle. Pass around a box of facial tissue, instructing each kid to take one or more. 
Then announce that for each tissue in a kid’s hand, she should share that many facts about herself. 
Consider giving prompts: things that make you happy, things that make you sad, things that make you 
laugh, and so on. 
 
SAY •Tissues are useful for wiping your nose when you sneeze or wiping away tears when you cry. Did 
you know that Jesus cried? When He was on earth, He cried because His friend Lazarus had died. We 
will hear more about Lazarus in today’s Bible story. 
 
Activity #2: Memory Verse Activity 
Read Colossians 1:13-14 together once then try saying it for memory. 
 
Form two teams of kids. Position each team across from a large sheet of paper or dry erase board. Give 
the first player on each team a marker. Explain that when you say go, the first player should run to the 
paper, write the first word of the key passage, and then return the marker to his team. The next player 
should run to the paper, write the second word, and return to the team. 
 
Continue until teams write out the entire memory verse. Then lead kids to recite the memory verse 
together. 
 
SAY •This is an important truth to remember. Jesus paid the price for our sins. He died on the cross to 
set us free, and He welcomes us into His kingdom when we trust in Him as Lord and Savior. In Him, we 
have forgiveness of all our sins. 
 
Activity #3: Bible Discussion 
Ask your family to open their Bibles to John 11. Challenge kids to name the three New Testament books 
that come before John (Matthew, Mark, Luke) and the three books that follow John. (Acts, Romans, 1 
Corinthians) Choose a volunteer to read aloud John 11:4. 
 
John 11:4 ESV -- 4 But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory 
of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 
 
SAY • Lazarus was the brother of Mary and Martha. They lived in Bethany, about two miles away from 
Jerusalem. When Lazarus got sick, Jesus and His disciples were across the Jordan River—probably in a 
region called Batanea. (buh TAY nee uh) 
 
Ask the following questions. Lead your family to discuss: 
 
1. Why did Jesus raise Lazarus from the dead? Point out that Jesus could have healed Lazarus while he 
was sick. Instead, Jesus waited and Lazarus died. Jesus said Lazarus’ sickness would end not in death but 
in God’s glory. Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead to show His power over death. Help kids recognize 
that God sometimes allows bad things to happen so that His glory might be displayed. 
 



Choose a volunteer to read Philippians 2:9-11. Please take the time to look it up in your Bibles. Wait for 
your child to look it up. If needed, help your child find it rather than finding it for him or her. We will put 
it here for your convenience, but it’s very important for kids to know how to look up Scripture. Thank 
you! 
 
Philippians 2:9-11 ESV -- 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is 
above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
2. Jesus said, “Everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die—ever.” What did He mean? Do you 
believe this? Invite kids to share their thoughts. Remind them that unless Jesus returns first, we will face 
physical death on earth. But Jesus gives us eternal life. Though our bodies may die, this physical death is 
temporary. When Jesus returns and sets up His kingdom, we will get new bodies and will live with Him 
forever. 
 
Choose a volunteer to read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-14. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 ESV -- 13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who 
are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. 
 
3. How do you think someone who comes back to life from the dead might live differently? How should 
we live differently as Christians who have been brought from death to life? Allow each family member to 
share their ideas. Emphasize that when God gives us new life in Jesus, we should turn from our evil ways 
of sin and live for Him. God created us to do good works and share the good news of Jesus with the 
world. 
 
Choose a volunteer to read Ephesians 2:4-5. 
 
Ephesians 2:4-5 ESV -- 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 
5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have 
been saved— 
 
Activity #4: Pray Together 
Please share your personal and family prayer requests with each other. 
[Write them down here.] 
 
 
 
PRAY • Lord Jesus, You are the resurrection and the life. You have power over death. So when we face 
death in this life, we grieve—not as those who have no hope, but as those who look forward to the 
promise that You will one day raise us to life again. We trust in You, and we love You.In Jesus’ name we 
pray, amen. 


